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Konzept

In Zusammenarbeit mit dem Berliner Anti-

Kriegs-Museum hat der für Bildung 

gemeinnützige Verein Gandhi-Informations-

Zentrum bisher zwanzig Ausstellungen über 

die Ideengeschichte des gewaltfreien 

Widerstands erstellt. Die Ausstellungen 

präsentieren bedeutende Zitate von Aktivisten 

und Denkern der Gewaltfreiheit, begleitet von 

Bildern gegen Ungerechtigkeit, Militarismus 

und Armut (Bartolf / Miething 2017):

• Mahatma Gandhi

• Graf Leo N. Tolstoi

• Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

• Henry David Thoreau

• John Ruskin

• Étienne de La Boétie

• Carl von Ossietzky

• Leo Tolstoi und die Duchoborzen

• Rabindranath Tagore

• Kurt Tucholsky

• Karl Kraus

• Wolfgang Borchert

• Bilder und Gedichte gegen den Krieg

• Denkmäler gegen den Krieg

• Erasmus von Rotterdam

• Dr. Albert Schweitzer

• Fotografien und Liedverse für den Frieden

• Aldous Huxley 

Für Multiplikator*innen

Die Ausstellungen werden zusätzlich im 

Internet gezeigt und ergänzt durch CDs mit 

Dateien aller Ausstellungstafeln sowie 

Begleitmaterial für Lehrende in der 

historischen, kulturellen und politischen 

Bildung.

Vereinte Nationen

Die Ausstellungen tragen bei zur 

Verwirklichung einer globalen „Kultur des 

Friedens“, die die Generalversammlung der 

Vereinten Nationen am 13. September 1999 

(A/RES/53/243A) beschlossen hat (vgl. 

UNESCO Club Berlin 2018).

Vorbilder

Die Ausstellungen fördern die 

„Friedenskompetenz“ von Jugendlichen und 

Erwachsenen, indem sie u.a. das 

„Kennenlernen von Vorbildern“ ermöglichen 

und zur „kritische[n] Auseinandersetzung mit 

den eigenen und fremden Weltsichten, den 

unterschiedlichen Legitimationsmustern von 

Militär, Rüstung und Krieg, deren 

gesellschaftlichen und politischen Funktionen 

sowie den entsprechenden Folgen für die 

Entwicklung von Gesellschaften und Staaten“ 

anregen (Gugel 2011).
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Mainau Declaration 1955

We, the undersigned, are scientists of different countries, different creeds, different political persuasions. Outwardly, we are bound together only by 

the Nobel Prize, which we have been favored to receive. With pleasure we have devoted our lives to the service of science. It is, we believe, a path to 

a happier life for people. We see with horror that this very science is giving mankind the means to destroy itself. By total military use of weapons 

feasible today, the earth can be contaminated with radioactivity to such an extent that whole peoples can be annihilated. Neutrals may die thus as well 

as belligerents.

If war broke out among the great powers, who could guarantee that it would not develop into a deadly conflict? A nation that engages in a total war 

thus signals its own destruction and imperils the whole world.

We do not deny that perhaps peace is being preserved precisely by the fear of these weapons. Nevertheless, we think it is a delusion if governments 

believe that they can avoid war for a long time through the fear of these weapons. Fear and tension have often engendered wars. Similarly it seems to 

us a delusion to believe that small conflicts could in the future always be decided by traditional weapons. In extreme danger no nation will deny itself 

the use of any weapon that scientific technology can produce.

All nations must come to the decision to renounce force as a final resort. If they are not prepared to do this, they will cease to exist.

— Mainau, Lake Constance, 15 July 1955

Signed by, among others, Otto Hahn, Max Born, and Werner Heisenberg

Mainau Declaration 2015 on Climate Change

We undersigned scientists, who have been awarded Nobel Prizes, have come to the shores of Lake Constance in southern Germany, to share insights 

with promising young researchers, who like us come from around the world. Nearly 60 years ago, here on Mainau, a similar gathering of Nobel 

Laureates in science issued a declaration of the dangers inherent in the newly found technology of nuclear weapons—a technology derived from 

advances in basic science. So far we have avoided nuclear war though the threat remains. We believe that our world today faces another threat of 

comparable magnitude.

Successive generations of scientists have helped create a more and more prosperous world. This prosperity has come at the cost of a rapid rise in the 

consumption of the world’s resources. If left unchecked, our ever-increasing demand for food, water, and energy will eventually overwhelm the 

Earth’s ability to satisfy humanity’s needs, and will lead to wholesale human tragedy. Already, scientists who study Earth’s climate are observing the 

impact of human activity. […]

— Mainau Island, Germany 3 July 2015


